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Survey Summary

File Reference : 51-0034

Civil Parish : Botley

District : Eastleigh

Vice-County : 11, South Hampshire

Pudbrook Meadow is a narrow valley-side pasture in the headwaters of the River Hamble. The meadow is situated on 
the north side of the Pudbrook Lake valley just west of Cheping Gardens, Botley.

Survey Type : Phase II

Survey Date : 23/08/2023

Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre PartnershipData Owned By :

Ian Ralphs, HBICData Recorded By :

2.5 (hrs)Survey Time on Site :

1.12 haTotal Area :

Priority Habitats Area

Purple moor grass and rush pasture 25 %

StatusTaxon Name Common Name

Motacilla cinerea Birds of Conservation Concern: 
Red List

Grey Wagtail

Sympetrum striolatum IUCN (2001) - Data DeficientCommon Darter

23/08/2023

Type Description

Features Scrub Invasion
Features Springs/flushes
Features Stream
Geology Alluvium
Geology Bracklesham Beds
Invasive Species Indian Balsam
Management Unmanaged
Usage Dog Walking

Sharing information about Hampshire’s wildlife
The Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre Partnership includes local 
authorities, government agencies, wildlife charities and species recording groups
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Survey Details 
 
General description and management. 
 
Pudbrook Meadow is a narrow valley-side pasture in the headwaters of the River Hamble. The 
meadow is situated on the north side of the Pudbrook Lake valley just west of Cheping Gardens, 
Botley. 
 
The meadows appear to have been unmanaged for a significant period of time and are quite 
overgrown and scrubby, particularly relating to encroachment of Bramble from the hedgerow edges 
on the northern boundary of the field. The grassland itself is semi-improved in character and quite wet 
locally. However, the meadow was recorded as “improved” pasture in the previous survey in 2010, so 
it appears that the meadow is gently tumbling back toward a more unimproved condition. 
 
An excellent 121 species were recorded during the survey, although this is largely due to the degree 
of structural diversity on the site. Indicator species associated with priority habitats Lowland Meadow 
and Purple Moor-grass and Rush Pasture are still very limited, so the site will not qualify as a Site of 
Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) quite yet, although it will meet the threshold for Priority 
Habitat Purple Moor-grass and Rush Pasture. 
 
The field would benefit from management intervention, principally to keep the scrub encroachment in 
check. It was noted during the survey that the site is (largely) not accessible to vehicles or cattle, so 
mowing and grazing would be largely ruled out as management options. This leaves manual 
interventions as the most likely approaches, which would require some expert guidance. These 
interventions should concentrate on rotational management of the scrub components of the site and 
rotational mowing (preferably by hand) of the pasture, aimed at mimicking a traditional hay cut 
regime. 
 

 
 
General view of the eastern end of the main field with communities (2) dominating the central section of the site, (3) on 
the right and the denser [W21] Bramble scrub on the left (2**) 
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Communities. 
 
(1). [MG7]: Lolium perenne leys and related grasslands. 
 
Recently mown improved pastures with the arisings left in situ. Often heavily overstood by the 
adjacent woodland along the brook. (IHS:- GI0.GM23). 
 
Flora :- Rye-grass, White Clover, Greater Plantain and Knot-grass. 
 
 
(2). [MG10]: Holcus lanatus - Juncus effusus rush pasture. 
 
Good semi-improved rushy pasture, arguably [M23a]: Juncus acutiflorus - Galium palustre rush-
pasture, Juncus acutiflorus sub-community locally, but tends to be lacking in numbers of the fen-
meadow type indicator species. Priority Habitat Purple Moor-grass and Rush Pasture. (IHS:- 
EM4Z.SC2.GM4). 
 
Flora :- Open to scattered cover of Soft Rush and Sharp-flowered Rush, with Yorkshire-

fog, Creeping Bent, Creeping Buttercup, Common Fleabane, Timothy, Cock’s-foot, 
Greater Bird’s-foot Trefoil, Marsh Thistle, Meadow Foxtail, Clustered Dock, 
Meadow Buttercup, Sorrel, Hedge Bindweed, Meadow Vetchling, Hairy Sedge, 
Compact Rush, Tall Fescue and Square-stemmed St John’s-wort.  

  
*Variant 1 :- The high traffic paths tend to be more improved [MG7]: Lolium perenne leys and 

related grasslands in character. 
  
*Variant 2 :- A broad strip of Bramble-dominated scrub dominates the northern edge of the field, 

this will qualify as [W21]: Crataegus monogyna - Hedera helix scrub. Also see (3). 
(IHS:- WB2.WF11.WM7). 

  
*Variant 3 :- Creeping Thistle thickens up locally. 
  
*Variant 4 :- Occasionally more dominated by Creeping Bent, Yorkshire-fog and Cock’s-foot 
 
 
(3). [W24]: Rubus fruticosus - Holcus lanatus underscrub. 
 
Structurally diverse marginal scrub. The Bramble outgrowths on the south-eastern edges of the 
meadow mainly [W24], becoming more [W23] along the northern edge of the meadow. (IHS:- 
WB2.WF11.WM7). 
 
Canopy :- Bramble-dominated, with scattered Blackthorn and Cherry regeneration.  
  
Flora :- Nettle, Greater Willowherb and Hedge Bindweed, with Yorkshire-fog, Common 

Fleabane, Sharp-flowered Rush, Creeping Buttercup, Horsetail sp (possibly a 
hybrid), Meadow Vetchling and Meadow Buttercup. 

  
*Variant 1 :- Grading up into [W21]: Crataegus monogyna - Hedera helix scrub in the margins 

and edges. 
 
 
(4). [MG10]: Holcus lanatus - Juncus effusus rush pasture. 
 
Dense rushy flushes. (IHS:- GNZ.SC2.GM4). 
 
Flora :- Yorkshire-fog (A/D), with Creeping Buttercup, Creeping Bent, Hemlock Water-

dropwort, Flote-grass, Common Fleabane and Curled Dock 
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*Variant 1 :- False Oat-grass conspicuous locally. 
 
 
(5). [OV24]: Urtica dioica - Galium aparine community 
 
Ruderal herb-dominated vegetation. (IHS:- OT3.SC2.GM4). 
 
Flora :- Nettle, Hogweed, Hemlock Water-dropwort and Bramble. 
 
 
(6). [S22]: Glyceria fluitans swamp. 
 
The small pond on the eastern edges of the meadow (technically just outside the main site) often 
densely overgrown by Flote-grass but retains a good variety of other emergent and marginal 
vegetation. (IHS:- AS4Z.AO1Z.AP1Z). 
 
Flora :- Flote-grass, with Yellow Iris, Soft Rush, Gypsywort and Water Figwort. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ian Ralphs, Field Ecologist, HBIC. 
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Habitats Recorded

Species Recorded

 

 

23/08/2023
Pudbrook Meadow

Survey Details

Priority Habitats Area

Purple moor grass and rush pasture 25 %

National Vegetation Classifications Area

MG10, Holcus lanatus-Juncus effusus rush-pasture 45 %
W24, Rubus fruticosus-Holcus lanatus underscrub 25 %
W21, Crataegus monogyna-Hedera helix scrub 15 %
OV24, Urtica dioica-Galium aparine community 5 %
MG7, Lolium perenne leys and related grasslands 3 %
S22, Glyceria fluitans water-margin vegetation 2 %

Frequency Species 
Status

Taxon Name Taxon Common Name

Acer pseudoplatanus RSycamore

Achillea millefolium RYarrow

Agrostis stolonifera F/ACreeping Bent

Alnus glutinosa RAlder

Alopecurus pratensis OLFMeadow Foxtail

Anthriscus sylvestris RCow Parsley

Arrhenatherum elatius R/OFalse Oat-grass

Arum maculatum RLords-and-Ladies

Athyrium filix-femina RLady-fern

Bellis perennis RDaisy

Brachypodium sylvaticum R/OFalse-brome

Callitriche RWater-Starwort

Calystegia sepium OLFHedge Bindweed

Carex hirta OLFHairy Sedge

Carex pendula R/OPendulous Sedge*

Carex remota RRemote Sedge*

Carex sylvatica RWood-sedge*

Circaea lutetiana REnchanter's-nightshade

Cirsium arvense OLACreeping Thistle

Cirsium palustre R/OMarsh Thistle

Cornus sanguinea RDogwood

Corylus avellana R/OHazel

Dactylis glomerata OLFCock's-foot

Dryopteris filix-mas RMale-fern

Elytrigia repens OCommon Couch

Epilobium RWillowherb

Epilobium hirsutum OLFGreat Willowherb

Equisetum RHorsetail

Sharing information about Hampshire’s wildlife
The Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre Partnership includes local 
authorities, government agencies, wildlife charities and species recording groups

Date Generated: 14/12/2023
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Frequency Species 
Status

Taxon Name Taxon Common Name

Equisetum arvense RField Horsetail

Festuca arundinacea OTall Fescue

Festuca pratensis R/OMeadow Fescue

Fraxinus excelsior R/OAsh

Galium aparine R/OCleavers

Geranium dissectum RCut-leaved Crane's-bill

Geranium robertianum RHerb-Robert

Geum urbanum R/OWood Avens

Glechoma hederacea R/OGround-ivy

Glyceria fluitans OLAFloating Sweet-grass

Hedera helix R/OIvy

Heracleum sphondylium OLFHogweed

Holcus lanatus F/AYorkshire-fog

Hypericum tetrapterum R/OSquare-stalked St John's-wort

Ilex aquifolium RHolly*

Impatiens glandulifera OLAHimalayan Balsam

Iris pseudacorus RYellow Iris

Jacobaea vulgaris RCommon Ragwort

Juncus acutiflorus OLFSharp-flowered Rush×

Juncus conglomeratus RCompact Rush

Juncus effusus R/OSoft-rush

Lapsana communis RNipplewort

Lathyrus pratensis OLFMeadow Vetchling+

Lemna minor RCommon Duckweed

Lolium perenne OLAPerennial Rye-grass

Lotus pedunculatus OLFGreater Bird's-foot-trefoil+×

Lycopus europaeus RGypsywort

Lythrum salicaria RPurple-loosestrife

Oenanthe crocata OLFHemlock Water-dropwort

Persicaria maculosa RRedshank

Phleum pratense FTimothy

Plantago lanceolata RRibwort Plantain

Plantago major RGreater Plantain

Poa annua OAnnual Meadow-grass

Poa trivialis R/ORough Meadow-grass

Polygonum aviculare RKnotgrass

Polystichum setiferum RSoft Shield-fern*

Prunus avium OWild Cherry*

Prunus spinosa OBlackthorn

Pulicaria dysenterica OLACommon Fleabane+×

Quercus robur R/OPedunculate Oak

Ranunculus acris OMeadow Buttercup

Ranunculus repens F/ACreeping Buttercup

Rosa arvensis RField-rose*

Rubus fruticosus agg. A/DBramble

Rumex acetosa OCommon Sorrel

Sharing information about Hampshire’s wildlife
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authorities, government agencies, wildlife charities and species recording groups
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Frequency Species 
Status

Taxon Name Taxon Common Name

Rumex conglomeratus OClustered Dock

Rumex crispus OCurled Dock

Rumex obtusifolius R/OBroad-leaved Dock

Salix caprea R/OGoat Willow

Salix cinerea R/OCommon Sallow

Salix euxina x alba = S. x fragilis RCrack-willow

Scorzoneroides autumnalis RAutumn Hawkbit

Scrophularia auriculata RWater Figwort

Solanum dulcamara RBittersweet

Stachys sylvatica RHedge Woundwort

Stellaria graminea R/OLesser Stitchwort

Stellaria media RCommon Chickweed

Symphytum officinale RCommon Comfrey

Taraxacum R/ODandelion

Trifolium repens OWhite Clover

Urtica dioica OLFCommon Nettle

Veronica chamaedrys RGermander Speedwell

Viburnum opulus RGuelder-rose*

Vicia cracca OTufted Vetch

Vicia hirsuta R/OHairy Tare

Present Species 
Status

Taxon Name Taxon Common Name

Aegithalos caudatus PLong-tailed Tit

Aeshna cyanea PSouthern Hawker

Buteo buteo PBuzzard

Calopteryx virgo PBeautiful Demoiselle

Carduelis carduelis PGoldfinch

Chloris chloris PGreenfinch

Coloeus monedula PJackdaw

Columba palumbus PWoodpigeon

Cyanistes caeruleus PBlue Tit

Erithacus rubecula PRobin

Garrulus glandarius PJay

Maniola jurtina PMeadow Brown

Motacilla cinerea P NBGrey Wagtail

Parus major PGreat Tit

Phylloscopus collybita PChiffchaff

Pica pica PMagpie

Picus viridis PGreen Woodpecker

Pieris brassicae PLarge White

Sciurus carolinensis PEastern Grey Squirrel

Sitta europaea PNuthatch

Sylvia atricapilla PBlackcap

Sympetrum striolatum P NBCommon Darter

Talpa europaea PEuropean Mole

Troglodytes troglodytes PWren

Sharing information about Hampshire’s wildlife
The Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre Partnership includes local 
authorities, government agencies, wildlife charities and species recording groups
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Present Species 
Status

Taxon Name Taxon Common Name

Turdus merula PBlackbird

Vanessa atalanta PRed Admiral

Vespa crabro PHornet

Species Summary

121Total no. of species :

59No. of woodland species :

8No. of AWVP indicators :

0No. of CG indicators :

0No. of LDAG indicators :

3No. of LM indicators :

3No. of PMGRP indicators :x

+

^

~

*

Indicators Species :

Habitat Classifications :

Species Abundance:

Ancient Woodland Vascular Plants (AWVP) - species most strongly associated with ancient woodland and are typical
components of botanically rich ancient woodland communities
Chalk grassland (CG) indicators - species characteristic of unimproved chalk downland or have a strong affinity to calcareous soil
Lowland Dry Acid Grassland Indicators (LDAG) - species characteristic of lowland dry acid grassland.
Lowland Meadow Indicators (LM) - species characteristic of lowland meadows.
Purple Moor-grass and Rush Pastures Indicators (PMGRP) - species characteristic of Purple Moor-grass and Rush Pastures.  

Priority: Habitats identified as the highest priority for conservation action in the UK
NVC: A system of classifying natural habitat communities according to species associations
Phase 1: A standardised system for surveying, classifying and mapping broad wildlife habitats including urban areas
Peterken: A stand type classification that describes woodlands by tree species

Frequency: D=dominant  A=abundant  F=frequent  O=occasional  R=rare  L=locally
Frequencies within brackets ( ) indicate non-native occurrences

Notes

~

*

Habitat and Species designations and statuses:

Habitat designations/categories and species legislation/statuses are correct at the time the report was generated
and may not necessarily reflect those applicable either at the time of survey or later than the generated date.

Species statuses:

NB: Records of species that are legally protected or otherwise notable within Hampshire.
NW: Species that may or may not have another/a legal designation, but are of note/interest due to one or more of the following: 
Hampshire Responsible, Hampshire Declining or Near Threatened.

^

+

x
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